New technique to fabricate an immediate surgical obturator restoring the defect in original anatomical form.
The presence of oral cancer can necessitate the surgical removal of all or part of the maxilla, leaving the patient with a defect compromising the oral cavity's integrity and function. The immediate postoperative restoration of esthetics, deglutition, and speech shortens recovery time in the hospital and expedites the patient's return to the community as a functioning member. This article describes a simple technique to fabricate an immediate surgical obturator by restoring the patient's original dentition and facial and palatal tissue form. An immediate obturator fabricated with this technique supports soft tissues after surgery and minimizes scar contracture and disfigurement and thus may have a positive effect on the patient's psychology.